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war was declared against Savoy (August, 1600).
When operations commenced the season was late
and the snow already deep on the mountains. The
Duke was assisted by 4,000 Swiss sent by the Spanish
Governor of Milan and by the ill-will of Biron the
principal French general, yet such was the energy of
Lesdiguteres and of the King, so effective the new
organisation of the army, that before the end of the
year Charles Emmanuel was suing for peace and had
reason to esteem himself fortunate that he was able
to persuade the King to accept an indemnity of
800,000 crowns with the county of Bresse and other
lordships on the western side of the Alps, forming
the modern department of the Ain. Fort St. Cathe-
rine, built by the Dukes of Savoy to be a constant
threat to the Genevese, had been taken by the King
during the campaign. It was now razed, never again
to be rebuilt (Jan., 1560),

The Duke of Savoy, after his fruitless visit to the
Court of France, hearing the taunt that he had carried
away with him nothing but the mud of his winter
journey, replied: " The mud can be brushed off, but I
have left behind me traces, which the sword alone
can obliterate/' An adept in intrigue, he had noticed
the restless discontent of many of those nobles who
had fought on the King's side against the League.
They contrasted their rewards with the favours ob-
tained by their former adversaries and complained
of their master's ingratitude. Their importance had,
they felt, depended on the war, and was likely fur-
ther to diminish as the country became more settled,
and the authority of the Crown better established.